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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 2, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Thank you,
Speaker.

Everywhere I go in my district, peo-
ple tell me they are frightened. They
are frightened about what is happening
in this country. They fear for the fu-
ture of our country. What they’re talk-
ing about is that they fear for our free-
doms and they fear for the principles
that formed this country and have al-
ways been the basis on which we’ve op-
erated. I share that fear; and I believe

Madam

they should be fearful. And I believe
that the greatest fear that we all
should have to our freedom comes from
this room, this very room, and what
may happen later this week in terms of
a tax increase bill masquerading as a
health care bill. I believe we have more
to fear from the potential of that bill
passing than we do from any terrorist
right now in any country.

In order to help explain some of why
we should be fearful, the Republican
Conference has gone through Speaker
PELOSI’s bill—tax bill masquerading as
a health care bill—and brought out
some pertinent points page by page;
and I want to share some of those with
people. One of the good things that’s
happened this year is that people have
learned they can read these bills and
become familiar with them themselves,
so they don’t need us to tell them, but
it may help to point to specific pages.

Page 94—section 202(c) prohibits the
sale of private individual health insur-
ance policies beginning in 2013, forcing
individuals to purchase coverage
through the Federal Government. We
can’t make that up. It’s right there in
the bill.

Page 110—section 222(e) requires the
use of Federal dollars to fund abortions
through the government-run health
plan; and, if the Hyde amendment were
ever not renewed, would require the
plan to fund elective abortions.

Page 1l1l1—section 223 establishes a
new board of Federal bureaucrats (the
‘““Health  Benefits Advisory Com-
mittee’’) to dictate the health plans
that all individuals must purchase; and
would likely require all Americans to
subsidize and purchase plans that cover
any abortion.

I think one of the funniest pieces in
the bill, if anything can be considered
funny, page 122, section 233(a)(3), re-
quires the commissioner, the new in-
surance czar, to, quote, issue guidance
on best practices of plain language
writing—this from the same people

who wrote a 1,990-page health care bill
which is very difficult to read.

Page 1183—section 1904 provides $750
million in Federal funding for a new
entitlement program to offer, quote,
knowledge of realistic expectations of
age-appropriate child behaviors and
skills for parents to interact with their
child.

Page 1255—sections 2231-2235 makes
veterinary students eligible for up to
$283 million in Federal scholarship and
student loan forgiveness funding.

Page 1432—section 2531 provides in-
centive payments to States that enact
new medical liability laws—but only if
such laws, quote, do not limit attor-
neys’ fees or impose caps on damages.

We need medical liability reform.
This bill will prevent that from hap-
pening. It’s a bad bill. The American
people should be frightened of it.

———

OUR NATURAL GAS RESERVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker,
thanks to new drilling technologies
that are unlocking substantial
amounts of natural gas from shale
rock, the Nation’s estimated gas re-
serves have surged by 35 percent, ac-
cording to a recent study. The study
conducted by the Potential Gas Com-
mittee, the authority on natural gas
supplies, has indicated that the United
States possesses a total natural gas re-
serve of 1,836 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas, or enough to last almost a
century at current consumption rates.
This new estimate shows an exception-
ally strong and optimistic gas supply
picture for this country, according to
the report, which is issued every 2
years by a group of academic and in-
dustry experts. The new estimate is the
highest resource evaluation in the
committee’s 44-year history and some
geologists say even this estimate is too
conservative.
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